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Kagatobi. They helped the Ddmytfs relatives
and tended the Yushima district. I can remem-
ber my uncle telling about the magnificence of
his company. Why their matoi were of real
silver and they had a great drum ornamented with
heavy paper strips which were twisted and used
for beating the drum. This drum was a present
from the famous Hideyoshi Toyotomi to the Lord
of Kaga, uncle always used to say. Uncle loved
his work but they all hated the muddling of the
mimai hikeshL These were country bumpkins
who feudal lords sent to inquire about fires at their
relatives' houses. They were lower retainers who
had to hurry up and put on gay clothes ornamen-
ted with the family crest and go to the fire in
solemn procession and were usually so slow that
by the time they reached their destination the fire
. was out* If they did arrive in time to assist, they
were more, of a nuisance than anything else/' said
Mi; Ishiwata. *
Mr. Ishiwata's pride and joy is his company's
standard. It is adorned with the crest which the
founder of this brigade used several centuries
ago. Its cloth ribbons swing below a knob like a
hula skirt, Mr. Ishiwata and his comrades would
not think of fighting a fire without this matoL The
leader usually carries it like a battle standard.